
Curriculum Overview

• The school prioritises class groupings by social accessibilities and the ability to interact with the class, create 
and maintain flourishing friendships with the ultimate aim that each child placed in a class can access the 
environment both socially and educationally complemented by a consistent primary classroom delivery model. 
This model supports the school in being as inclusive as possible as learners can join the school at any point 
throughout the academic year due to the consultation process and being a positive opportunity for learners 
who cannot access mainstream education.

• Classes are grouped by key stage. At KS3 learners are grouped years 7, 8 and 9 accessing a 3-year rolling 
curriculum and KS4 grouped years 10 and 11 accessing a 2-year rolling curriculum.

• Through a varied and differentiated curriculum sequenced by stage not age, the school’s spiral curriculum 
promotes achievement and success regardless of starting point to build confidence and engagement. The core 
curriculum utilises a differentiated approach to delivery via graduated levelling. We use a Foundation (pre 
entry/entry level 1) Bronze (Entry Level 2), Silver (Entry Level 3), Gold (Level 1) and Platinum (Level 2) system 
to distinguish expectations with the opportunity for those most able to grow and achieve at a higher level to 
access a GCSE programme in both Mathematics and English Language. The use of progressive outcomes for 
these levels creates a sequential ladder which allows learners to build on prior learning if and when they are 
cognitively able to do so, building complexity of knowledge and skills using a mastery approach with no ceiling on 
learning.

• We also support progress and achievement through our “Stepping Stones” programme where individual learners 
master their current educational level through S(upported) T(entative) E(xcelling) P(erfection) supported 
stages with their development monitored closely and recorded regularly prior to advancing to the next level 
when fully mastered (see image).

• Curriculum sequencing and design account for learners who may join the school at various points of the 
academic year and hopefully transition back into mainstream education at various points of the academic year. 
The curriculum is accessible and achievable for all learners who join due to its structured, complementary and 
consistent rolling programme with hierarchical learning outcomes and aspirational opportunities for all.



KS3 English Year 1

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Theme: Pirates
Book and Film Study – Lemony 
Snicket Accent and Dialect

Creating a NewsletterBook and film 
study - Skellig

Planning a School 
Trip



KS3 English Year 2

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Theme: Design a Game 
Character

Book and Film Study - Holes

News Round and 
scrapbook 
creation

Creative WritingBook and Film 
Study - Wonder

Poetry



KS3 English Year 3

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Theme: Islands
Fiction vs Non-fiction

News reporting

Creative Writing Film and Book 
Study - Once

Comic Strips



KS4 English Year 1

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Book and Film Study – Catch 
Me If You Can

Orchard in the 
Community 

ProjectPoetry

Planning an 
Event

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity



KS4 English Year 2

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Non-Fiction and Documentaries
Inspirational Personalities

Developing 
Employability

Careers and Exam 
Preparation

Creating a 
Magazine

Creative 
Writing

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity



GCSE English Language Year 1

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

Reading information, ideas, 
meaning and effects

Audience, purpose 
and form
Creative prose writing

Creative prose writing

Non-fiction 
writing

Reading 20th

century prose

Spoken language

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity



GCSE English Language Year 2

Autumn 
2

Spring 
1

Summer 
1

Spring 
2

Summer 
2

Autumn 
1 

19th century non-
fiction texts

21st century non-fiction 
texts

Non-fiction writing

Personalised Exam 
Preparation
Mock Examinations

Exam Revision
GCSE Examinations

Consolidation 
Projects

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity

Functional Skills 
Exam Opportunity
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